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apical slope thickly covered with long fuscous hair ; the 
posterior median area closely^ the lateral areee more coarsely 
transversely striated. Pro- and mesopleurae closely punc- 
tnredj the former striated behindj the metapleurse more closely 
and strongly punctured. Four front coxse paler than the 
rest of the legs. Petiole smooth and shining ; the sides at 
the apex punctured. Gastrocoeli shallow^ wide at the apexj 
the base with two or three keels. ^ . 

Length 12 mm. 

Hab, Khasia. Coll. Rothney. 

A species closely related to A. curtispinay Cam,;, from 
which it differs in the wings being darker coloured throughr 
outj in the areola being distinctly bounded by a keel behind 
and not coarsely transversely striated^ and the recurrent 
nervure is received shortly behind the middle of the areolet. 

Acanthojoppa varicornisy sp. n. 

Luteous ; the face^ clypeus^ and mandibles pale yellow ; 
the apex of the antennse blacky brownish below ; the wings 
hyaline^ the base with a fulvous tinge, the stigma pale 
testaceous^ the nervures darker coloured. ? . 

Length 10 mm. 

Hab, Khasia. Coll. Rothney. 

Head smooth and shining, the face and clypeus sparsely 
covered with a short pile. The upper part of the thorax is 
darker coloured than the sides and is closely and uniformly 
punctured and covered with a microscopic down. Scutellum 
thickly covered with long black hairj the lateral keels 
stout, the apex roundly incised above. The basal three 
arese of the median segment smooth, the rest closely and 
somewhat coarsely transversely striated ; the areola is about 
as broad as long, its sides and apex straight, the base 
rounded j the teeth are about three times longer than broad. 
Mesopleurse, except above, closely and indistinctly, the 
metapleurse much more strongly, striated. The second 
abdominal segment is closely longitudinally striated between 
the gastrocoeli. 

[To he continued.] 
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A Manual of Palcearctic Birds, By H. E. Deesser, F.L.S., E.Z.S. 
Part I. Published h}" the Author at 3 Hanover Square, W. 
12s. 6cZ. net. 

Undoubtedly this manual, w^hen complete, will fill a distinct gap 
in ornithological literature, for although the subject has been, at 
least partially, covered by Mr. Dresser’s larger work on the ‘ Birds 
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of Europe,’ the price of these splendid yolumes places them beyond 
the reach of the majority of working naturalists. 

The modest price at which this hook is published makes it probable 
that a second edition will be called for. On the strength of this 
probability we venture to make a few critical remarks, which, if they 
be taken in the spirit in which they are offered, and acted upon 
accordingly, should add still further to the value of this work. 

In the first place, then, we would have its pages brought thoroughly 
up to date. In the second, we feel that diagnoses both of families 
and genera should be given. Eiirther, we must say that Mr. Dresser's 
book, as it at present stands, is too eclectic. He gives no reasons for 
the faith that is in him when rejecting the claims of certain forms 
to subspecific rank, and admits others in a somewhat dogmatic 
fashion difficult to understand. 


The Fauna and Geography of the Maidive and Laccadive Archipelagoes. 

Part I. Yol. II, pis. ssvi.-xsxiv. Cambridge : University Press. 

lo5. net. 

The first part of the second volume of this valuable work in every 
way sustains the high standard set by the earlier parts already 
noticed in these pages. 

We would draw special attention to Prof. Hickson's report on the 
Alcyonaria of the Maldives, which will doubtless be read with keen 
interest by many who have hitherto paid little or no attention to 
this group. And for this reason, in the course of his report, Prof. 
Hickson shows, in the most luminous manner, how remarkable is 
the range of variation which a species may take in adaptation to an 
environment so variable as that of a reef. 

‘‘ When I went out to Celebes,” he says, “ the first thing I did 
was to collect specimens of Tahipora^ .... [and] the conclusion 
I came to was that there is only one species, which varies on the 
one reef within limits almost as wide as the limits of all the hitherto 
described species of the genus.” His remarks on the significance 
of the colours of Spongodes and Solenocaidon, foi' example, are of 
considerable interest, and may excite some surprise among those who 
insist on attaching a label explanatory of the meaning of conspicuous 
colours wherever they are met with. 

There is much else in this report that we would fain note, but 
space forbids. 

Sir Charles Eliot, in a paper on the Hndibranchiata, remarks that 
“ It would seem as if the marine fauna of small islands which have 
never been connected with a continent is less in number and size 
than that of the mainland and its adjacent islands.” 

Ml’. Laidlaw has a short paper on a Land-Planarian, which bears 
an additional interest since no Land-Planariaii has hitherto been 
recorded from any coral island in the Indian Ocean. 

Mr. Stanley Gardiner and Sir John Murray comiilete this pait 
with an elaborate treatise on Lagoon deposits. 


